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DEFINITIONS - POSTSECONDARY COMPLETIONS   (CD

The following definitions are arranged in alphabetical order:

ASSOCIATE'S DEGREES. Normally requires at least 2 but less than 4 years of full-time
equivalent college work.

BACHELOR'S DEGREES. Normally requires at least 4 but not more than 5 years of full-time
equivalent college-level work. This includes ALL bachelor's degrees conferred in a
COOPERATIVE or WORK-STUDY PLAN or PROGRAM. A cooperative plan provides for alternate
class attendance and employment in business, industry, or government: thus, it allows the
student to combine actual work experience with his college studies. Also include bachelor's
degrees in which the normal 4 years of work is completed in 3 years.

DEGREE. An award conferred by a college, university, or other postsecondary education
institution as official recognition for the successful completion of a program of study.

DIPLOMA. A formal document certifying the successful completion of a prescribed program of
studies.

DOCTOR'S DEGREES. Requires work at the graduate level that terminates in a Doctor's degree.
The doctor's degree classification includes such degrees as Doctor of Education, Doctor of
Juridical Science, Doctor of Public Health, and the PH.D degree in any field whether Agronomy,
Food Technology, Education, Engineering, Public Administration, Ophthalmology, Radiology, etc. (In
the case of the Doctor of Public Health, the prior professional degree is generally earned in
the closely related professional field of medicine or of sanitary engineering.)

FIRST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREES. Requires completion of a program that meets_all three of the
following: (1) Completion of the academic requirements to begin practice in the profession; (2)
At least 2 years of college work prior to entrance to the program; and (3) A total of at least
6 academic years of college work to complete the degree program, including prior required
college work plus the length of the professional program itself.

CS recognizes the following 10 fields as awarding first-professional degrees: Chiropractic (D.C.
or D.C.M.), Dentistry (D.D.S or D.M.D.), Law (LL.B., or J.D.J, Medicine (M.D.), Optometry (O.D.),
Osteopathic Medicine (D.O.), Pharmacy (DPhar), Podiatry IPod.D., or DP.), Theology (B.D., M.Div.,
M.H.L), and Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.).

The "Other" category is to be used only in the event that there are first-professional degrees
within the 10 professions other than those specifically named in connection with those
professions.

MASTER'S DEGREES. Requires the successful completion of a program of study of at least
the full-time-equivalent of 1 but not more than 2 academic years of work beyond the
bachelor's degree.

Except for the Master of Divinity degree (Part C), report all master's degrees in Part B Columns
(15) and (16), (even though the master's is required in some fields, such as Library Science,
Hospital Administration, and Social Work, for employment at the professional level, and even
though, as in the case of the Social Work, 4 years of undergraduate work are required for
entrance into the program and an additional 2 years for completion).

Report Education Specialist (6 year award) in the Post-Master's certificate column in the
appropriate discipline speciality in Education (code #13).
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